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ELIL is an NGO registered in Germany and Greece. It was founded by the Council of Bars and
Law Societies of Europe (CCBE), the German Bar Association (DAV) and 38 other European Bar
Associations and Law Societies in 2016.

Our teams of lawyers work together to provide expert legal assistance to refugees in Greece
and Poland. Over the past six years, more than 350 lawyers from 18 European countries have
volunteered with us. 

We originally started work in Lesvos, expanded to Samos in 2020, opened an office in Athens in
early 2021 and one in Thessaloniki in May 2022. We have recently launched a new project in
Poland, providing legal assistance to those fleeing Ukraine, and are in the process of expanding
this work to also support refugees crossing the border with Belarus. Since 2016, we have
provided assistance to more than 15,000 people.

Our model is equipped to expand and respond to global shifts: at the start of 2022, we
provided support to female Afghan judges in submitting applications to relocate from Greece
to Canada. In total, our legal teams assisted with over 100 relocation applications.

Our work has real impact: over the last two years, 69.7% of those we have assisted in
Greece have been granted asylum, compared to a national average of 32%. This means
that, if an asylum seeker is able to meet with our legal team before their interview, on
average they are more than twice as likely to receive a positive decision. 

ELIL's programmes have been recognised in the form of various prestigious prizes, including
the  UIA/LexisNexis Rule of Law Award, the PILnet Pro Bono Publico Award and the Financial
Times Social Innovation Award.
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ELIL Greece

 
ELIL was founded in 2016, shortly after the EU-Turkey Statement, to meet a critical need: the
complex and ever-changing Greek asylum procedure is a legal process that is difficult to
navigate. Despite this, there is no state-provided legal aid available for refugees before their
interview (which determines whether or not they will be granted asylum) and so most attend
without having spoken to a lawyer. 

Without access to legal assistance, refugees often do not know their rights and obligations or
understand the process and the criteria applied to assess their application. This undermines
the rule of law and puts human rights and physical and mental wellbeing at risk. It also often
causes unnecessary delays in the procedure and can restrict access to medical care, education
and other critical services. 

Providing one-on-one legal consultations to prepare refugees for their interview and, where
relevant, representing the refugee at interview. 

Helping reunite families by providing one-on-one legal consultations to assist with family
reunification applications.

Providing one-on-one legal consultations to unaccompanied children, including in relation
to age assessment for children incorrectly registered as adults.

Supporting refugees in detention.

Conducting outreach and group legal information sessions, focused on marginalised and
vulnerable groups (notably unaccompanied women and unaccompanied children).

ELIL was inspired by belief in the fundamental importance of upholding the rule of law,
protecting human rights and ensuring meaningful access to legal assistance. Our work is
carried out by Greek asylum lawyers working in conjunction with volunteer European asylum
lawyers and pro bono lawyers from across Europe. 

Activities and Objectives

With ELIL's support, we expect refugees to gain a greater awareness of their legal rights, have
an improved understanding of the asylum process and be better prepared for their asylum
interview. 



Since February, more than 7.1 million refugees have fled the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The
vast majority made their way to Poland, where 1.4 million people are currently registered for
temporary protection. With hundreds of refugees still fleeing the conflict each day, there is an
urgent, unmet need for legal assistance and specialised support for individuals with more
complicated legal situations. 

In August 2022, ELIL launched a new project in Warsaw. The purpose is to provide high-quality
legal information and assistance to refugees arriving from Ukraine in order to  answer their
legal queries and help them navigate the legal procedures in Poland. 

ELIL works with locally-qualified Polish pro-bono lawyers and operates from closed, confidential
offices in three locations (the UNHCR Blue Dot in central Warsaw and the Ptak and Modlinska
reception centres). We provide legal information, assistance and advice on a variety of topics
relating to temporary protection and Polish law (such as rights of refugees, guardianship,
legalisation of documents, etc).

We focus particularly on assisting cases with more complex legal situations - including third
country nationals, undocumented individuals, and unaccompanied and separated children.

ELIL is also expanding its work in Poland to assist refugees crossing the Belarus border. Over
10,000 people crossed the border in the past year, the vast majority of whom were then put
into detention with restricted access to legal and humanitarian support. Numbers remain high,
with over 1,500 requests for legal assistance made in the past three months, primarily by
people from Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria, Yemen and Somalia.

Faced with a hostile legal procedure, restrictions on their rights and obstacles to lodging an
asylum claim, there is a pressing need for legal support. 

Working in close collaboration with existing initiatives, ELIL is establishing a project to provide
expert legal assistance in order to help these refugees apply for asylum, exercise their rights
and be fully prepared for their asylum case.

This project will implement the same model used in Greece. Namely, volunteer European
asylum lawyers (under the supervision of specialised Polish lawyers) will provide legal
assistance in detention centres to both boost day-to-day legal capacity, facilitate knowledge
exchange with Polish asylum lawyers and help uphold the rule of law. 

ELIL Poland



For further information please contact us at

pworthington@europeanlawyersinlesvos.eu

https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanLawyersInLesvos/
https://www.europeanlawyersinlesvos.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-lawyers-in-lesvos/
https://twitter.com/ELIL_Greece

